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Abstract:
The Ottoman sailor Piri Reis is considered one of the most

outstanding Muslim scholars in sea arts and geography in the
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Modern era and more specifically in the Sixteenth century when the
major geographical discoveries movement appeared, led by
Portugal and Spain in the Atlantic Ocean. Piri Reis’ fame is not
only due to his authorship of the most important Islamic source of
the arts of sailing, entitled Kitab-i Bahriye, but it was also related to
his drawing of maps displaying the New World: the first one in
1513, and a second more precise one in 1528. Through the latter, he
showed his vast knowledge regarding sailing sciences and
geography and was a pioneer in the publication of information and
news about the New World in the Ottoman and Islamic world. In
addition, through his publications, he urged the Ottoman sultans to
show interest in the maritime and geographical field, which became
since the Sixteenth century, a symbol and a means of control and
influence worldwide.

Keywords:
Piri Reis; Ottoman Fleet; New World; Ottoman-Portuguese conflict;

Indian Ocean.
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gimy A8l e Oue Whie dal pxd 2eypudl Gob e pwgadl dabis
sty oy o W digz (30 9 1 . Aaaill gai Siladall usdl g Jolad]

8Topkapt Sarayr Argivi H. 951-952 Tarihli ve E-12321 Numaral Miihimme
Defteri, (haz. H. Sahillioglu), Istanbul 2002, h. 6, s. 8-9. C. Orhonlu,
Kizildeniz’deki Osmanli deniz {issiine onceleri “Siiveys Kaptanlig1”, donanmaya
“Bahr-i Ahmer Filosu” dendigini, Hind donanmasi tabirinin ise 16. yiizyilin
ortalarindan itibaren kullanildigin1 (Hint Kaptanligi, s. 235) belirtse de, 1547°de
Piri Reis’in Hind donanmasi kapudani oldugunu yazmaktadir (krs. s. 236).

Szl Ty Leigy el dslacd ol ool el Allasd 45y e Eadl O Lldl )
oy ) oy el 1547 (e slan] (a16 (pall casatie § gl L=l Jolaud (e

(o) Lol Jslaial ¢l sg
°Ba Sencele, Ali b. Silleyman et-Tavlaki’nin (23 Cemaziyelevvel 954°te) Aden’i
Osmanlilardan (Rumiler) aldigin1 ve birgogunu oldiirdiigiinii yazmaktadir BA
SENCELE (Abdullah b. Muhammed b. Ahmed): Tdrihii’s-Sihr el-misemmé
el-tkdii’s-seminii’l-fahir fi Tdrihi’l-dsir, tahk. Abdullah Muhammed el-Habesti,
San’a, 2006, s. 94).

Otsileiall e gae 3309 D! @3 o2 954 Jo¥) olex 23 § 4l (Wlrmiw | alsll S4Y)
“Matrak¢1 Nasuh, Tevérih-i Al-i Osman, (Riistem Pasa Tarihi), 1.U. Nadir

Eserler Kiitiphanesi, TY. 2438, vr. 277a-b.
“Matrake1, Tevarih/Riistem Pasa Tarihi, vr. 277b.
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Lol cel alel g 5sSall sbdl Jals Adlaindl ol
853 pandsl gLl Jus)l coumy Jla¥l 5ped a5 el Al sl
seall puad golall 5 Giludl adYl Bolid cexs guiz 500 (po A3gSie 4ySaus
PPCTC LT W P DY PRV (RS E I RS P PN IR P RPORE:
Lyl Sl plal gtiz 3000 (o &3Sl dilsd yidy (2954 Jlsis 2) 21547
ooty Jide de ¥ saud @ Gusall G pudbosdl (sl g le O wal G 2alal
G Dl Budd aadall Hleul oo Gleiadl Sl Glewdl g (el
deme bl wlall a5 Zasgll ods alel PAalill Glians 855 5 cpayerel]
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B3 Sencele, Tarihii’s-Sihr, s. 94.

¥B4 Sencele, Ali b. Siileyman’m 26 veya 27 Kasim’da (13 /14 Sevval) bir tiifek
mermisiyle 6ldiiriildiiglinii, Osmanlilarin kaleye girdiklerini, oradaki ¢atismalarda
Ali b. Siileyman’m oglu Muhammed b. Ali emrindeki Aden giigleri ile ¢atigma
oldugunu, 100 kadar Rumi okg¢unun o6ldiiriildiigiinii anlatmaktadir (Tarihii s-Sihr,
s. 94)

oo dalhy alis @3 08 glade o e OF Gmadl Bl dlmin b QLS G oy b cews)
Sl g dalall Aoledall Slgal) cdss Ul caae (Jlsd 14/13) sadss 27 o 26§ 2udua)
o 9 cde ol dezme (Jsaall 4l o) Bold s cilS (& wlsall e Slgall el eSGlas

(LGN @lsall 6 commud) ol p 9,0l (o gtz 100 Jib @ LIS
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Y“Matrake, Tevdrih/Riistem Pasa Tarihi, vr. 278a-b.
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ASadl @3 (8955 ayme 14) 21548 (Goa48 253 cgliagYl sda alal
@] oadylall o 84S WSy Sad @l g JaST) iz dabaio (0 Aalall 3155
Belyd @3 Anezdl aged olias o 9 skl psudl @ Llal 9 gue dals Sluduly
Aoledall Wbludl cos e go2) Oless @39 Giledadl plaludl el Adasd)
5 &l Slsall blus il e 55,Sall wlagezll 5 85ladl HLsY sia sl
5 el JI Jbd Gl ass Gland lda Gt gy G Balidy Byl
QL slasdl slal 9 gusarll Agdd) wlagezll cllny Llée @eilyy o 28]l
ol 52 Lab 39915 « juma Qs 0 Agindl @ . "Aagd) Apsall gilall Zalaia (e
Ll A3l Jlay) 3 Loyl e @l 9 Jsuibase] J) e 728 p5 85 18 (0
Llaall S seal a8y 5 4855 @ Ly () G JIaedl) 2281 100.000 s
M bl Alesdl ells § SyLal

(g e o oma 3peall Lagsel Jiie 5 ke b Jo Lo Silaglall s
Matrakgi, Tevarih/Riistem Pasa Tarihi, vr. 279b-280a-b; B4 Mahrama (R. B.
Serjeant, The Portuguese off the South Arabian Coast); Hadrami (Chronicles,
Oxford 1963, s. 107-108) ve Ba Sencele (7drihii’s-Sihr, s. 94, 97, 98).
"Matrak¢1 Nasuh, Siileymanname, Arkeoloji Kiitiiphanesi., nr. 379, vr. 88b-89b;
Katib Celebi, Tuhfetii’l-kibar fi esfdri’l-bihar (haz. I. Bostan), Ankara 2008, s.
89; Orhonlu, “Hint Kaptanlig1”, s. 239.
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BOA, KK, nr. 209, s. 98.
Orhonlu, “Hint Kaptanhg1”, s. 239.

oae¥ Lyl Blend i 5 Al el § e @ LS80 Lealel] B Lin @
t&gal] Amylel) aledl g I Joo Bge Badka Aidao 15 +Las] @5 LS < Jasegal

TSMA, D. nr. 9720, s. 3.

“Miihimme Defteri, TSMK, Koguslar, nr. 888, vr. 487b-488b’den aktaran
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Orhonlu, Hint Kaptanlig, s. 240-242.
Miihimme Defteri, TSMK, Koguslar, nr. 888, vr. 487b.

63 8 (ilie 21552 petiw 27 g gLl el Lol olagid JI Juoydl oSdt™
: 2959 suaall
Muhimme Defteri, TSMK, Koguslar, nr. 888, vr. 488b.
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#*Orhonlu, Hint Kaptanhgt, s. 243-244.
BCelalzade Mustafa, Tabakat iil-Memalik ve Derecat iil-MesaliklGeschichte
Sultan Stileyman Kanunis von 1520 bis 1557, vr. 482b.
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B33 Oy Gletall sl 4S5 ) a2 i) o plae] cuwe OF S
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daid 38,)008 g5 (0 (pildus dan 9 (2960 ,5Y 4y 20) 01553 Jsy31 5 agy oy
Ba Sencele, Tdrihii’s-Sihr, s. 106. _
?/Nitekim Celalzade gibi, Hocazade de Ibtihdcii ‘t-tevarih’te bu husus igin
“hiyaneti ma‘lim ve etdiigi fesdd mecari-i etvarindan methim olmagile siyaset
olunup cezasin bulmus idi” demektedir.

ol "Eledl zLal" § ooly Axgs 1Sy conly I Bl (ha Sl Gall uds § o)
Hoca-zdde Mehmed Efendi’nin Ibtihdcii't-tevarih’i, Haz. A. Akgiin, I. U. Sosyal
Bilimler Enstitiisii, Bastlmamis Doktora Tezi, Istanbul 1995, s. 284.

JIaelS (1553 sewns 2 61 a960 dzxtl 63 25 3 Ly e dundl (ad )l
oy G plas] Mad @5 08 OIS ol e 3 of abls ISy caly < guid) lagxeld
C. Orhonlu, “Seydi Ali Reis”, TED, say1 1, s. 42.
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“PEDANI (Maria Pia): “Reports of Venetian Consuls in Alexandria (1554-
1664)”, Alexandrie Ottomane 1 (ed. M. Tuchscherer-M. P. Pedani), Etudes
Alexandrines, say1 19, 2011, s. 54, 76.

®Nunziature di Venezia, Volume sesta (1552-1554), A Cura di Franco Gaeta,
Roma, 1967, s. 297.
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i g2y G 48,59 Jlsal by o8 Laie 431 30,000
BOA, KK, nr.211, s. 35. )
$2BOSTAN (idris): “Piri Reis”, Diyanet Islam Ansiklopedisi, c. 34, s. 283-285.
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TSMK, Revan, 1643.

(IS ! @I lhias Jestal uistll desl 7Ll 1560 4w &

23



o] Gl

78y dl LS dalye e 8oLy ((2938) 1528 A § 2l 5 (2919)
Gl Sl pleza¥) o) Losesilly sl e oo Glede-( o] Jils pal siay
Mad oS il a5 Lilazy Biall el § @GS olag il @iy usy G oyl
216 0yall 38 § oLy @dlall @ aslyzll aluy eal 9 cadlyazdl pal usd
"] @l Ay Lasons a8 Aanys ol e 3las O Lilie G3Sia Jal
3 Lo @l g dasyill clls g3 Aall loglall clls s W sy g oof 0580
Lss a1S) b ") @l wllaise il deatiy @ "Ll LS dalge
Lagyall 9 #1513 Aiw § Aasysddl s ey a1 WL IS alay 5" 28 Sy
5 Lilel Aoy o S Led mo aandl @l o oy g Aanyss

SEHSUVAROGLU (Bedi N): “Kanuni Devrinde Yazilmis ve Simdiye Kadar
Bilinmeyen Bir Cografya Kitab1”, Kanuni Armagani, Ankara, 1970, s. 209, 211.

IS "zl @bl 2" 55L8) Jeatal (uy e e 21567 T 3
TSMK, Hazine, 644.
JP 4.0.‘5.& Q 319 94 9 "SJ}ATH @-E.Aﬂ J! ooy laie ‘31580 L Q .)5.:.4««.” .\mﬁm
1o Ml Wl wllaiae AUS Jeaia]” 2p,all widl s
GOODRICH (T. D): The Ottoman Turks and the New World, Wiesbhaden, 1990.
Al il Jeaiwl 8 gl> S ol By lliS pal (L dllhise Jleazul @3
:lS.l).aT o Yl "wusd
Tuhfetii’l-kibar fi esfdari’l-bihar, haz. 1. Bostan, Ankara 2008, s. 61, 94;
Cihanniima, Kostantinyye, 1145, (Tipkibasim, Istanbul, 2008, s. 104-115).
o LS Al g uy @ Jlasl 5 Lails dy> Slm¥ s Slalsll (o S e a2y’
i gungkl Jgo slasl izl
SOUCEK (Svat): Piri Reis and Turkish Mapmaking after Colombus, The Khalili
Portolan Atlas, New York, 1996.

lail ccalgll i) Bonanll fwdl) g &y dl QLSS aleaiall aslysed) Joo
GOODRICH (Thomas): “The 5658 Maps of the Kitab-1 Bahriye of Piri Reis”,
Uluslararas: Piri Reis Sempozyumu Tebligler Kitabi 27-29 Eyliil 2004, Istanbul
ts., s. 6/93-113.
*Topkap1 Saray1 Miizesi Kiitiiphanesi (TSMK), Revan miik. 1633.
CLM.A 3;‘).5.’ .‘:1513 U‘JL‘“)'Q":‘J JJLE_U 2919 pr=e Q p&' J48 ;da.p.wﬂ (o) Z'-—u_)l.? J}:-
lail Lgel 3 9 alas il
Piri Reis Haritast Hakkinda Izahname, Ankara, 1935.
lasl Gy G Ay Joo Bugadl Leaddl e AL
SARICAOGLU (Fikret): Piri Reis’in Diinya Haritasi 1513, Ankara, 2014.
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Abstract:

The announcement of the city of Algiers’ incorporation to the
Ottoman Islamic Caliphate and the arrival of the Ottoman Islamic
threat to this western part of the Mediterranean Sea, caused an
increase in the Spanish and European coveting on these coasts, and
the unbridled desire to destroy and invade Algeria.

The city of Cherchell was considered one of the largest
centers of the modern Algerian state. ‘Arrtj worked to fortify it due
to the importance of its location and built a strong castle in it. Then,
Cherchell, as an excellent natural position which gave it an
important strategic location, has become one of the most important
poles that abound in the Algerian Islamic coast. This made it to be
at the forefront of Spanish ambitions as a source of direct threat to
the city of Algiers.

Cherchell witnessed several crusades, the most important of
which took place in the year 1531, led by Admiral Andrea Doria,
commissioned by King Charles V, but the news of its defeat
resounded in all Christian circles. So, what are the circumstances
and the reasons for the outbreak of this campaign? And how did its
most important events take place? And did its failure have a direct
impact on preparing a decisive campaign to eliminate the nascent
Ottoman power in Algeria?

Keywords:
Military campaign; Andrea Doria; Cherchell; Charles V; 1531.
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Abstract:

The manuscript is an important relic kept by libraries, and it

is a guide to the history of nations and their journey through time, in
different fields, political, economic, and civilizational in its broadest
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sense. There is no doubt that the study of the science of manuscripts
draws attention to the precise technical rules that must be adopted to
discover this enormous quantity of manuscripts that our country
stores and that are kept in different places. In this article, we have
chosen the document “’Uqad”, which gathers traditions recorded in
a medium-sized booklet of twelve sheets. This manuscript is kept in
the Department of Manuscripts of the National Library of Algeria.
We will try to identify its content, the subjects related to our deep
history, and the importance of the study of this manuscript in the
recent period of the history of Ottoman Algeria.

Keywords :

Manuscript; Contracts; Judicial court; The judge; Marriage;
Divorce; Property; Renting; Contracting parties.
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Abstract:

The strategic position of Algeria and its opening on the
Mediterranean sea is one of the most important factors that
influenced the history of the country and was one of the big
deciding factors of its future and destiny. During the ottoman
existence in Algeria -1519 to 1830-, the Algerian coastal cities were
at the heart of the historical events that occurred in the region such
as the Andalusian migration and the clash of civilizations between
the Ottoman empire and the occidental alliance under the leadership
of Spain and the Portugal. That has urged the local historians to
consider the Algerian cities as metropolitan cities and military
defense lines and so they documented and reported the historical
attempts to the conquest of the region and its consequent liberation.
The chroniclers and traveling scholars wrote work poems also
referred to as rajaz poems, which have been commented, leaving a
valuable literary and historical heritage, as the works of Ahmad al-
Magarri al-Tilimsani, Hasan al-Wazzan, Al-TamagrQti, etc. We
attempt in the current study to analyze those works and discover the
identity of the chroniclers and travelers in question. We also aim to
answer the following questions: What was the relationship between
those authors and the cities they dealt with in their works? The
reasons that drove them to write about them? How they described
them? The aspects they focused on? How we evaluate the
informations they have provided?

Keywords:
Algeria; Coastal cities; Chroniclers; Description; Traveling
scholars.
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Abstract:

The sixteenth century is considered as the last golden age of
the Mediterranean. This splendor of the Mediterranean was shared
by the people inhabiting this “Great Sea”. In this century the
Mediterranean is seen as a maritime space contested between two
rival powers: the Habsburg Empire and the Ottoman Empire. The
rivalry between the Habsburgs and the Ottomans developed in the
Western fringe of the Mediterranean, while the eastern and central
part of the Great Sea remained uncontested dominions of the
Ottoman state. In this Mediterranean splendor and rivalry, the role
and agency of many people and local communities should not be
undervalued. The aim of this paper is to highlight the presence of
the Albanian and Dalmatian sailors, soldiers, and traders in Algiers,
which was undoubtedly one of the most important centers of the
Mediterranean, with a vibrant trade and an important place of
political, cultural, and commercial links and impact. People from
the Eastern Adriatic shore, especially Albanians and Dalmatians
(i.e., Croats, Bosnians, etc.) were increasingly present in Algiers as
well as in North African Mediterranean in a scale never documented
before. Apart from the increase in numbers, in the 16" century also
changes the quality of their presence in the Western Mediterranean.
Keywords:

Albanian and Dalmatians; Algiers; Western Mediterranean; 16
century.

Introduction

In the Middle Ages, Albanians, as well as Dalmatians,
Bosnians and Greeks, generally were employed as rowers or as
sailors, not as merchants in the maritime fleet of Venice®. This was

'On the rise of other Adriatic cities that challenged the Venetian supremacy in the
Adriatic in the 16" century such as Ancona, Dubrovnik and Trieste see:
BRAUNSTEIN (Philippe): « A propos de I'Adriatique, entre le XVI® et le
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because before the 16™ century Albanians and Dalmatians were
driving force employed in the Venetian galleys in the
Mediterranean and even in the Venetian galleys of the Flanders
route.

The sixteenth century is generally considered as the “golden
age” of the Ottoman state and more specifically the period of
Suleyman the Magnificent®. It was also the last golden age of the
Mediterranean -which does not mean that the Mediterranean lost all
importance after the 16" century-. At that time, the rivalry between
the Habsburgs and the Ottomans developed in the Western fringe of
the Mediterranean, while the eastern and central part of the Great
Sea remained uncontested dominions of the Ottoman state. In this
transformation process the role and presence of the Albanians and
Dalmatians that in demographic terms shared the eastern shore of
the Adriatic Sea increased benefiting from this new 16™ century
Mediterranean context.

1. The Adriatic in the Ottoman “mare nostrum”

The Ottoman “mare nostrum” or the Ottoman hegemony in
the sixteenth century Mediterranean was built in less a century and
bloc after bloc. In this maritime expansion, the key moments were
the conquest of Vlore in the Adriatic (1417), of Thessalonica in the
Aegean Sea (1431), the conquest of Constantinople in the Marmara
Sea and in the contact point between the Black Sea and the
Mediterranean Seas (1451), the conquest of the Trabzon Byzantine
state (1461), the incorporation of the Crimea as an Ottoman
protectorate (1475)* the conquest of the Peloponnese (1479), of

XVIII® siécle », Annales. Economies, Sociétés, Civilisations, 26° année, N. 6,
1971, pp. 1270-1278, where he states: « ...le conflit se situe sur le terrain plus
modeste d'une rivalité entre des partenaires qui s'affrontent de longue date;
Raguse et Ancone au XVI° siécle, Ancone encore, puis surtout Trieste au XVIII°®
siécle, connaissent une fortune qui ne se nourrit pas seulement du recul
commercial et politique de Venise. », p. 1270.

%Port Books of Southampton for the Reign of Edward 1V, edited by D. B. Quinn
and A. A. Ruddock, vol. Il, pp. 1477-1481, Southampton, Cox & Sharland, 1938,
p. Xviii.

*EMECEN (Feridun) : « From the founding to Kiigiik Kaynarca », in Ihsanoglu,
Ekmeleddin, ed. History of the Ottoman State, Society and Civilisation, vol. I.
Istanbul, Research Centre for Islamic History, Art and Culture, 2001, p. 32.

*With this dynamic expansion in the Black Sea from the conquest of Istanbul in
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Egypt (1517), the incorporation of Algiers (1520), and the conquest
of Tunis (1574). The seizure of Belgrade in 1521 and the taking of
Rhodes the following year (1522) were the keys to the military
successes of the Ottomans®. Another diplomatic trophy was the
request of the French to help them against the Habsburgs under
Charles V. This was followed with the victory at Mohacs in 1526
and the rise of Hayreddin Barbarosa, a development that followed
the Ottoman expansion and successes on land against the German
wing of the Habsburgs. The French played an important role in that
struggle, supporting the activities of the Ottomans in the
Mediterranean against the Spanish wing of the Habsburg Empire®.

The Ottoman Empire from the Kanuni Sultan Suleyman
onward covered about two thirds of the Mediterranean proper, and
the whole of the Black Sea; the Eastern part of the Mediterranean
controlled by the Ottomans in the sixteenth century was twice the
size of the western part that can be considered a shared maritime
space between several states, and where again the Ottoman state
was the biggest player’. In the sixteenth century the Ottomans came
to dominate the main regions where non-Mediterranean and non-
European goods were traded, especially the Middle East and
Northern Africa.

1453 to the incorporation of Crimea in 1475 together with domination of
Moldavia, the Black Sea was to become a Turkish lake and the Black Sea
commerce fell entirely under Ottoman control. EMECEN (Feridun): Art. cit., p.
23.

*Ibid., p. 32-33.

®lbid., p. 38.

"In the Strait of Sicily, a shallow ridge at 400 m depth separates the island of
Sicily from the coast of Tunisia and divides the sea into two main subregions: the
western (area=0.85 million km?) and the eastern (area=1.65 million km?). Coll
M, Piroddi C, Steenbeek J, Kaschner K, Ben Rais Lasram F, et al. (2010) The
Biodiversity of the Mediterranean Sea: Estimates, Patterns, and Threats. PLoS
ONE 5(8): €11842. doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0011842; for a general view of the
Mediterranean see also BRAUDEL (Fernand): The Mediterranean and the
Mediterranean World in the Age of Philip Il. Vol. I. Transl. Sian Reynolds,
University of California Press, 1995. While for the specific case of the Eastern
Adriatic which relates to the Albanians and Dalmatians see IVETIC (Egidio):
Adriatico orientale. Atlante storico di un litorale mediterraneo, Rovinj, Centro di
Ricerche Storiche, 2014,
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2. The Eastern Adriatic and Algiers as maritime borderlines

In the Western Mediterranean, Algiers was the most active

and powerful centre of activity of the Ottoman navy. North of
Africa was divided in spheres of influence as early as the end of the
thirteenth century. The Convention of Soria between Castile and
Aragon in 1291 divided the zone of influence to be conquered from
the Muslims in Africa and, in the fourteenth century, the European
trade of North Africa was exclusively in the hands of the Catalans
and Genoese®. This seems to be the reason why the economic,
social, and political situation of North Africa follows the same
downward dynamic of other Central Mediterranean states in the
later Middle Ages®.
This should not surprise us, because religious identity rarely
determined the nature of relations on the ground, and the merchants
adapted responses to conflict based on context, personal motivation,
and gain, not on religious or political rhetoric. This points to a
general Mediterranean merchant culture that involved shared
cultural norms and expectations of behaviour. In the fourteenth
century there were colonies of merchants from Pisa, Florence, and
Genoa in all the major North African ports from Safi in Morocco to
Tunis. There were also colonies of Catalan merchants in at least
some of them, like Bougie and Tunis™.

All the three major areas where the Ottoman expansion in
the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries happened were going through
difficult times in the previous two centuries. To these should be
added also the Balkan peninsula that shared similar or probably
more dramatic dynamics with the general decline of the
Mediterranean in the later Middle Ages™.

®BISSON (Thomas N.): The Medieval Crown of Aragon. A Short History,
Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1986, p. 170.

SABULAFIA (David): « Catalan Merchants and the Western Mediterranean,
1236-1300: Studies in the Notarial Acts of Barcelona and Sicily », Viator, 16,
1985, p. 216.

YSPUFFORD (Peter): Power and Profit: The Merchant in Medieval Europe,
London, Thames & Hudson, 2002, pp. 20-22.

MUHAJ (Ardian): Nga Ballkani né Mesdhe. Shqiptarét nga mesjeta né agimin
e kohés sé re, Tirana, Akademia e Studimeve Albanologjike, Instituti i Historisé,
2019, pp. 19-20.
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Territorial expansion can be expressed through the conquest
territories of other states, or through colonization and conquest of
new spaces. The monolithic, dynamic empire of the Ottoman stood
out in increasingly stark contrast with this downward economic
dynamic. Not only Venice and the Ottoman state, but also the
maritime republic of Ragusa, met from the fourteenth century and
until the seventeenth century, the greatest development period,
making it one of the richest and most prosperous cities in the
Mediterranean*?.

The 16™ and 17" centuries are the period of blooming of
slavery, piracy, and captivity of people in the Mediterranean. But
above all, these two centuries have seen the boom of navigation in
the Great Sea. The particularity of the Mediterranean navigation in
these two centuries is that apart from the volume of trade also
increase the geography of navigation. Due to the closed nature of
the Mediterranean and the medium or subtropical climate, without a
steady stream of winds, sailing on this great sea that joins three
continents depended on the human labour that in some respects was
the motor power of the ships. The political reconfiguration of the
Mediterranean in the 16" century more that the development of
trade made necessary the even-wider use of human power for the
movement of ships through rowing. The demand for rowers
multiplied compared with the 15 century. Before the 16" century
no Mediterranean state was transcontinental or stretched on both
shores of the Mediterranean. But the occupation of Ceuta, Tangiers,
Alcacer Quibir, by the Portuguese in Morocco, and of Tunis, Oran,
Melilla by the Spanish in North Africa, the occupation of Egypt and
the expansion in Algeria of the power of the Ottomans, made each
of these states stretch simultaneously on two or more continents, on
two or more shores of the Mediterranean. This increased the need
for communication by sea and, consequently, the need for
manpower to sail the ever-increasing ships.

The confrontation between the Ottoman Empire and the
Habsburg Monarchy in the Mediterranean in the 16™-17" centuries
creates an atmosphere of continuous maritime warfare, which
occasionally unfolded in open sea battles such as that of Lepanto in

2CARTER (F. W.): «The Commerce of the Dubrovnik Republic, 1500-
1700 », The Economic History Review, 24, no. 3, 1971, pp. 370-394.
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1571, Preveza, Goleta, but finds its most striking form in the
uninterrupted war of sea piracy and constant reprisals on the shores
of the adversary.

The enslavement of people to be used by the fleets of the

Mediterranean quickly transformed into a real industry without
which contemporaries saw the impossibility of retaining marine
fleets. For wvarious reasons but mainly religious ones the
enslavement of co-religious was a practice that happened very
rarely compared with the enslavement of people of other religions.
However, there were exemptions even in this.
Sea piracy and fierce reprisals against coastal lands produced dozen
and maybe hundreds of thousands of prisoners of war sold in
Muslim and Christian markets. On one hand, we have Messina,
Venice, Naples, Genoa, Malaga, Palma de Mallorca, Valencia,
Sevilla, Lisbon. On the other we have, Istanbul, Thessaloniki,
Smyrna, Alexandria and Cairo, Tripoli, Tunis and Bizerte, Algiers,
Tetuan, Fez, Marrakesh and Sale. Muslim and Christian
missionaries carried out negotiation of exchange or release of
captives, some of whom, after several years, returned to their
country. Some others choose the path of conversion to the religion
of their masters®.

3. Great men for the Great Sea

The participation of Albanians and Dalmatians in this
industry and market of forced labour increased with the same pace
of the increase of their participation in navigation in the
Mediterranean. It was in the 16" century that the contacts of the
Albanians and the Dalmatians with the seas around them increased
more and more and we may say that the 16™-17" centuries
constitute the period where Albanians, but also Dalmatians can be
found everywhere in the Mediterranean. Hence the presence and
role of Albanians and Dalmatians as captives, pirates and privateers
in this sea becomes increasingly significant.

The geography of Albanians’ presence reached Algiers in
the West and up to Yemen and India in the East. In the 16™ century,
Algiers became one of the most important cities in the

BBENNASSAR (Bartolome), BENNASSAR (Lucile): Les Chrétiens d’Allah,
’histoire extraodinaire des renégats XVI-XVII° siécles, Paris, 1989, pp. 18-19.
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Mediterranean, certainly the most important Muslim port-city in the
Western part of this sea. The predominance of Algiers as a port
started during 1516-1520 when the brothers Oruc¢ and Hayreddin
Barbarossa settled there and established the regency of Algiers. The
history of Algiers in the 16™ century cannot be complete without the
story of two Albanians that left their mark not only in Algiers but in
the entire Western Mediterranean: Muhammed Arnaut and Murat
Reis.

Muhammed the Albanian (Memi Arnaut) was a prominent
figure not only as a sailor but also as a state diplomat'*. He kept
regular correspondence with European statesmen of the time,
exchanging various gifts with them, such as the Medici’s of
Florence™. A particular episode of his life was the capture of the
soldier and future writer Miguel de Cervantes'®. Cervantes mentions
Muhammed Arnaut several times as a fictional character in his
works, since he knew him well personally’.

Muhamed the Albanian or Arnaut, in 1582, when he was in
the office of governor, on one occasion, ordered all privateers of
Algiers to gather and told them openly that they were all a bunch of
incapables, apart from his friend Murat the Albanian. After that he
led the captains of 22 galleons and galleys toward Sardinia where

“HAEDO (Diego de): Topografia e Historia General de Argel, repartida en
cinco tratados, do se veran casos estrafios, muertes espantosas, y tormentos
exquisitos, que conuine se entienden en la Christiandad: con mucha doctrina y
elegancia curiosa, Valladolid, 1612, p. 90.

B« Et per non havermi al presente corso altro che mandar a Sua Altezza
Serenissima per Giacobo Brangia scrivano del nostro capitano Arnaot Memi bei,
mando Geronimo Salvino polsano et Sebastiano de Paula pisano sudditi di Sua
Altezza Serenissima con doi cavalli et doi leoni et uno struzzo ». Archivio di
Stato di Firenze, Mediceo del Principato, busta 4279, fl. 36, 20 October 1586.
®*CERVANTES (Miguel de): El ingenioso hidalgo Don Quixote de la Mancha,
Madrid, luan de la Cuesta, 1605, parte primera, capitulo XLI, p. 244. This
statement of Cervantes seems to support the opinion of Navarrete who thinks that
Cervantes was not captured from Memi Arnaut. According to this author
Cervantes knew very well Memi Arnaut, but this does not mean that he was his
slave. Cf. NAVARRETE (Martin Fernandez de): Vida de Miguel de Cervantes
Saavedra. Escrita e ilustrada con varias noticias y documentos inéditos
pertenecientes a la historia y literatura de su tiempo, Madrid, Real Academia
Espafiola, 1819, p. 356.

YMUHAJ (Ardian): « Rreth pranisé sé shqiptaréve né Mesdheun Peréndimor né
shekujt XVI-XVII », Univers, nr. 7, Tirané, 2005, pp. 198-212.
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he landed 1.500 soldiers that marched to a city around 40 miles
inland. There they kidnapped around 700 people, which were sent
in a small island near the coast where they raised the ceasefire flag
and invited inhabitants to release their fellow citizens against the
reward. Near Barcelona he captured around 50 people and
continued further West. There he stopped near Alicante, from where
some Spanish Muslims had written to help them go to Algiers, since
after the fall of Granada in 1492, Spanish Muslims and Jews were
forced to convert to Christianity. Shortly thereafter, many soldiers
landed on the shore to protect and assist over two thousand men,
women, and children, who escaped along with their possessions™®.
Another famous and important Albanian in Algiers is Murat
Reis, the Great'®. A brave and adventurous captain, which Philip
Gosse considers as one of the most famous sailors of all time?.
Based on the evidence of Diego de Haedo, in his Topografia e
Historia de Argel, the most famous and most important source
about Algiers of the late sixteenth century, we can see that the
captain which the writer Castillo Solorzano called "the biggest
corsair among Muslims" is Murat Rais, the Great. Haedo writes:
"On the number of galleons of the corsairs and their boats in Algiers
in 1581: ... 5. Murat Rais, the Great, Albanian Muslim, two galeots,
24 banks ... 7. Murat Rais, Matrapillo, Spanish Muslim, one of 22
banks ... 11. Rais Murat, the youngest, Greek Muslim, one of 18

8 GOSSE (Philip): Histoire de la Piraterie, nouvelle édition, Paris, Payot, 1952,
pp. 55-57.

YHAEDO (Diego de): Topografia e Historia General de Argel, p. 84, states that
he was, “de nacion que nosotros llamamos albanés”. In the same way that in a
report on the corsairs of Algiers, Mourad Reis is mentioned as Albanian, as well
as Mohamed the Albanian: « Arnaot Mami, capitan de la mar de Argel y cabeza
de los corsarios, renegado esclavon de los Arnautes... Morat Arrdez, que dicen el
Grande, renegado esclavén, Arnaut ». British Museum, Add. 28.366. fl. 148;
HERRERO GARCIA (Miguel): «Morato arriez » Revista de Filologia
Espafiola, Madrid, 1926, pp. 181-182. In 1588, the 35 galleys in Algiers “were
commanded by eleven Turks and twenty-four renegades, including nations of
France, Venice, Genoa, Sicily, Naples, Spain, Greece, Calabria, Corsica, Albania,
and Hungary, and a Jew”. Cf. LANE-POOLE (Stanley): The Story of the
Barbary Corsairs, London, T. Fisher Unwin, 1890, pp. 201-202.

YGOSSE (Philip): Histoire de la Piraterie, 1952, p. 57; COINDREAU (Roger):
Les corsaires de Salé, Paris, Institut des Hautes Etudes Marocaines, 1948, p. 25.
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banks**". Haedo goes confessing his maritime feats year after year
until 1595 when he ends his chronicle?.

His whole life is full of adventure and campaigning at sea,
but the boldest was the expedition of 1585 when Murat Reis
realized the most famous enterprise of his life by doing what no
Ottoman sailor had ever done before: crossing of the Strait of
Gibraltar and raiding in the Atlantic Ocean. Until then, the most
prominent Ottoman sailors sailed close to the shores except when
they had to cross the Mediterranean. The squadron of Murat crossed
the Strait of Gibraltar and sailed all the distance needed to reach the
Canary lIslands. A space that it was unknown to the Ottomans as it
was a century ago for Europeans?®.

Murad had taken a prisoner by the Canary Islands saying he
knew the route, but when after many days of arduous rowing, the
Canarian pilot said to Murat that he was afraid that they had lost the
orientation and had passed Canaries, Murat’s answer surprised
everyone: "even though I've never been there, 1 am sure that what
you say is impossible. So, go in that direction.” Murad was right. A
short time later, they spotted one of the islands of the archipelago,
the Lanzarote.

After about 250 soldiers landed at night, they took about 300
captives, including the mother, wife, and daughter of the governor
of the archipelago. The next day, Murat raised the ceasefire flag and
started the negotiation for the liberation of the captives.

Although Murad did not hesitate to take the return trip, the
news of the attack had arrived in the Spanish royal court before he
arrived in Gibraltar. Near the Straits of Gibraltar was the Great
Admiral of Spain, Don Martin de Padilla in charge of a squadron
composed of 18 galleys, waiting for him. But it came to pass
through the strait on a foggy night, and even he took some time to

'HAEDO (Diego de): Topografia e Historia General de Argel, p. 18.

’Haedo says that he is Albanian “de nacion que nosotros llamamos albanes”. Cf.
HAEDO (Diego de): Op. cit., p. 84.

Z«Duro in expressing the view that the Barbary corsairs had no leaders of the
quality of the overlooked the lack of contemporary evidence that any of the
Barbarossas ever entered the Atlantic or inflicted any great damage on the coasts
of Spain.” FISHER (Godfrey): Barbary Legend. War, Trade and Piracy in
North Africa 1415-1830, Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1957, p. 129.
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fire with artillery, in defiance of the Spanish admiral®*.

The fact that Murat Rais was so sure in the trajectory of its
fleet when others had lost orientation is clear evidence that the
Great captain possessed accurate cartographic information about the
location of the Canary Islands even though he had never sailed in
those waters. The possibility that Murad was in possession of exact
geographical mapping of some African coast and the Atlantic
Ocean, to overcome the empirical information of local seamen we
can see clearly from the dialogue with the Canarian seafarer. The
work of the Ottoman seafarer Piri Reis, Kitab-: Bahriye, dated 1521
and based in Columbus original maps on the configuration of the
Atlantic and the newly discovered territory of America is
monumental evidence of geographic information possessed by the
Ottomans®. We can consider this expedition of Murat Rais in the
Atlantic as the first one of the few cases where detailed mapping
information of the Kitab-: Bahriye, had practical application®.

His figure was also one of the most prominent literary
characters of the Spanish literature of the “golden age"?’. But
literary commentators have been puzzled in that it is a real or
fictional character®®,

According to data provided by Haedo, captain Murad the
Albanian was born to Christian parents®. At the age of 12 fall into

*HAEDO (Diego de): Topografia e Historia General de Argel, p. 90: “le dixo el
piloto que dudava no huuiesen passado muy adelante y errado el biaje, pero el
Morato le respondio que no era posible, y siguiendo adelande descubrieron tierra
en la Isla del Langaloto”.

BSOUCEK (Svat): «Piri Reis and Ottoman Discovery of the Great Discoveries»,
Studia Islamica, vol. 79, 1994, p. 134.

®MUHAJ (Ardian): « Ottoman Corsairs in The Atlantic During the 16"
Century: Murat Rais, The Albanian and The First Ottoman Expedition to The
Canary Islands », in  Uluslararasi Piri Reis ve Tirk Denizcilik Tarihi
Sempozyumu, Istanbul 26-29 September 2013, Ankara, Tirk Tarih Kurumu,
2014, pp. 261-269.

“’LOPE DE VEGA Y CARPIO (Félix): Fiestas de Denia, Valencia, 1599, cap.
I, pp. 59-61.

% SCHEVILL (Rodolfo) and BONILLA (Adolfo): Obras completas de Miguel
de Cervantes Saavedra. Comedias y Entremeses. Tomo |, Madrid, Imprenta de
Bernardo Rodriguez, 1915, pp. 241-242.

FISHER (Godfrey): Barbary Legend. War, Trade and Piracy in North Africa,
p. 89, notes “The career of this remarkable man, who soon helped to restore
Turkish naval supremacy in the Mediterranean at the expense of Spain and
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the hands of prominent seafarer of Algiers, Kara Ali, who saw his
talents in the exercise of the art of navigation. Ph. Gosse, says that
Murad was the first among independent Ottoman captains that
sailed more for their own account rather than included in the navy®.

In the siege of Malta in 1565, after the defeat of the Ottoman
fleet, he was tired of the monotony of discipline and service in the
Ottoman fleet and left without asking anyone to navigate on their
own account, with the galleon that Kara Ali had given to him. When
he returned to Algiers, he had to face the wrath of Kara Ali, who
took from him the rowers and did not gave him another vessel. But
Murad, still young, attracted by marine life, could not give up, until
he found a galley of 15 rows and left towards the coast of Spain.
After 7 days returned bringing three Spanish bergantins and 140
prisoners. This successful incursion gave him great reputation. Then
he started to work under the orders of the Calabrian Uluxh Ali, an
old and well-known captain in Algiers. At this time, he carried
another successful action, completed with the capture of three
Maltese galleys on the coast of Sicily. In January 1578 he could
have a fleet consisting of several galleons owned by him and begins
to act as Captain or Rais already. The most important action of this
year was when he took the galley Santangel, in which was traveling
to Spain the Duke of Terranova, former vice-Roy and general
captain of Sicily.

That was nothing compared to a year after which made his
name as famous as that of the English seafarer Francis Drake, who
had just returned from his expedition around the globe®!. In April
1580 he sailed from Algiers with only two galleons, then he sailed
smoothly off the shores of Tuscany when he finds two large galleys
which were owned by Pope Gregory XlII, and one of them named
La Capitania was the papal admiral ship. Although the papal
galleys were equipped and well-armed, the ingenuity and ability of
Murat triumphed, becoming master of the two galleys. Although the
main papal officials managed to escape, Murad did not go without

appears to have been a good friend of England, has been strangely neglected by
historians”.

*GOSSE (Philip): Op. cit., p. 57; COINDREAU (Roger): Op. cit., p. 25.
$IGOSSE (Philip): Op. cit, p. 58; CASTILLO SOLORZANO (Alonso):
Tiempo de regocijo y Carnestolendas de Madrid, Madrid, 1627, p. 164.
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anything, because the ships were left filled with treasures and
people. Hundreds of Muslims and many Christian prisoners, a good
portion of them church officials, who for various reasons were
detained by the papacy were released™.

Murat the Albanian continued his feats, protected, and
supported by his friend, seafarer and great diplomat, Muhammad
Arnaut. Two years after his first incursion in the Canary Islands, he
undertook another incursion organized with 18 galleons and
seemingly in collaboration with Queen Elizabeth™.

Murat the Albanian took office as admiral of Algiers in
1595. According to Godfrey Fisher: « His official career was,
however an honourable and eventful one, which brought him into
contact with French ambassadors, eminent London merchants, the
governors of Marseilles, and even James | and his successor »**,

It seems that since his expeditions in 1585 and 1587 in the
Canary, and since the appointment as admiral of Algiers in 1595,
his career resembles a pilgrimage to his homeland, Albania, which
he visited frequently, probably taking opportunity of the fact that
there could find shelter not only from the winds, but also from the
enemies™.

Thus, after Algiers, in the years 1603-1607 seems that he
moved to Tunis as admiral or beylerbey®. In 1607%' or in 1608 he
was appointed beylerbey of Morea. According to the testimony of

2HAEDO (Diego de): Op. cit., p. 84.

%<In 1587 he was reported to be making another voyage to the Canaries with
eighteen galleys to annoy Spain in concert with Queen Elizabeth.” Cf. FISHER
(Godfrey): Op. cit., p. 127.

*Ibid., pp. 89, 315.

¥ etter of Murad 111 to the Beylerbey of Algiers stating that the Venetians had
complained that Murad Reis had captured in the Adriatic a ship from the
Dalmatian city of Split with 15 thousand ducats worth in money and
merchandise, in addition to a ship from the other Dalmatian cities of Perast and
Kotor and another one from Budva. Cf. ASV, LST, busta 8, 1591; PEDANI
FABRIS (M. P.) Ed.: | «Documenti turchi» dell'Archivio di Stato di Venezia,
Inventario della miscellanea, Roma, Ministero per i beni culturali e ambientali,
Ufficio centrale per i beni archivistici, 1994. doc. 1018, p. 258; PUST (Klemen):
« Benesko-osmanski pomorski spopadi na Jadranu v 16. Stoletju », Povijesni
prilozi, 38, 2010, pp. 117-118.

*PIGNON (Jean): « Génes et Tabarca au XVIléme siécle », Les Cahiers de
Tunisie: revue de sciences humaines, vol. 109-110, 1979, doc. 67, pp. 82-83.
¥FISHER (Godfrey): Op. cit., p. 316.
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Knight he died in 1638 in Vlore, Albania, at the age of 104 years*®®.

4. The Albanian coast as a shelter for Algerian ships

The presence of Algerian sailors and captains in the Adriatic
was also an important aspect that increased hugely the interaction
between the Adriatic and the Algerian shores. The Albanian coast in
the Adriatic and especially the port of Vlora were the mostly
frequented places in the Adriatic from Algerian sailors. Vlora was
also the centre of Albanian navigation in the 16" century, until in
the 17" century the baton gradually passed to Ulcinj. One of the
most important moments to be noted is the incident that happened
in the harbour of Vlora in 1638 when the fleet of Algiers and Tunis
composed of 16 galleys entered the Adriatic while the Venetian
fleet was sailing towards Crete. When the Venetian fleet returned to
the Adriatic the Algerian fleet found shelter in the harbour of Vlora.
The Venetians while besieging the castle of Vlora attacked the
Algerian fleet. The war between the Ottoman state and Venice was
very eminent, but because the Sublime Porte was engaged in a
campaign against Persia, it was postponed*°.

Likewise, the Croatian Uskoks who in the wake of the
conflict between the Ottomans and the Habsburgs attacked with no
distinction not only the Ottoman ships and shores of the Adriatic,
but also of those of Christian states, especially of Venice and
Ragusa®.

%Knight witnessed the end at Valona in 1638 of ‘Murate a renegade of the
Corsica nation, a person of great honour in Algiers, lieutenant general of the
armada... a man of 104 years of age, whose desire was to die in the face of the
Christians fighting the battle of Mahomet’. Cf. OSBORNE (Thomas): A
Collection of Voyages and Travels, consisting of authentic writers in our own
tongue, which have not before been collected in English, or have only been
abridged in other collections. And continued with others of note, that have
published histories, voyages, travels, journals or discoveries in other nations and
languages, relating to any part of the continent of Asia, Africa, America, Europe,
or the islands thereof, from the earliest account to the present time, vol. ii,
London, Thomas Osborne, 1745, p. 477.

®LANE (Frederic C.): Venice. A Maritime Republic, Baltimore, The John
Hopkins University Press, 1973, p. 408.

“BARTL (Peter): «Die Dulcignoten. Piraterie und Handelsschiffahrt im
Adriaraum (18. Jahrhundert) », in Stdost Europa unter dem Halbmond.
Untersuchungen Uber Geschichte und Kultur der Sidosteuropéischen Volker
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The change of the political situation from war to peace and
vice versa was immediately reflected in the change of sailors from
pirates to privateers and vice versa. Any times there were war
clouds on the horizon sailor of both sides wouldn’t hesitate to
transform from sailors into privateers and undertake action to
capture prisoners of the adversary of third parties. This animosity of
the authorities against pirates sailing independently sometimes put
both parties on the same side against them as in the case of
November 1608, when the cadi of Preveza through a document
certified that the Captain of the Golf, Augusto da Canal, had arrived
with four or five galleys in Preveza and handed to the cadi, in
fulfilment of a request by the Sultan, 33 slaves, of which 30 still in
chains, captured a year ago in the galley of Algerian reis Murat the
Spaniard in waters around Paksos*'.

Another aspect to be noted is the slavery and slave trade
between the Adriatic and the Western Mediterranean. Slaves were
freely sold in the European and Ottoman markets just like in the
African, American or Asian markets. At the fairs that took place in
the Albanian territories and in the Balkans, such trade took place as
well. The price in average reached two thousand akce, or three time
the average price of a good horse that cost 600-650 akce*?. Thus,
the number of slaves sold in one of the most known fairs in the
Balkans, that of Moskullur was usually around 200 people for each
fair, coming from everywhere in the Mediterranean, including
North Africa®.

Conclusion
The rise of Algiers into prominence in the Western
Mediterranean happens parallelly with the unfolding of the

Wahrend der Tirkzeit, Prof. Geog Stadtmiller zum 65. Geburtstag gewidmet,
Miinchen, Rudolf Trofenik, 1975, p. 18.

129 november 1608. Hiiccet of the kadi of Preveza. PEDANI FABRIS (M. P.),
Op. cit., nr. 1165.

“INALCIK (Halil): «Servile Labor in the Ottoman Empire », in Studies in
Ottoman Social and Economic History, London, Variorum Reprints, 1985, vii,
pp. 43-44.

*In April 1626, in the Albanian coast arrived three ships loaded with slaves from
North Africa (Barbaria). Cf. FAROQHI (Suraiya): « The Early History of the
Balkan Fairs », Stidost-Forschungen, 37, 1978, pp. 57-59.
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importance of the Eastern Adriatic in the maritime developments of
the Adriatic and of the Mediterranean. Dubrovnik and Vlore emerge
as dynamic centers of maritime activity while the presence of
Albanian and Dalmatian sailors, soldiers, and traders in Algiers
became more and more significant.

The political reconfiguration of the Mediterranean in the 16"
century, the development of trade and the confrontation between the
Ottoman Empire and the Habsburg Monarchy creates an
atmosphere of continuous maritime warfare, that fuels piracy and
captivity of people in the Mediterranean.

The participation of Albanians and Dalmatians in this
industry and market of forced labour increased apace with their
participation in the Mediterranean trade and communication. Hence
the presence and role of Albanians and Dalmatians as captives,
pirates and privateers in the Mediterranean becomes increasingly
significant. Muhammed the Albanian (Memi Arnaut) as a
prominent figure not only as a sailor, but also as a state diplomat in
Algiers at the end of the 16™ century and Murat Reis, are
remarkable examples of this continuous relationship between the
opposite shores of the Ottoman Mediterranean.

The presence of Algerian sailors and captains in the Adriatic
was also important for the increased interaction between the
Adriatic and the Algerian shores.
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Abstract:

Through the diaries that the Trinitarian monk Francisco
Ximénez de Santa Catalina wrote during three years in Algiers
(1718-1720), which remain still unpublished, we can experience a
very valuable testimony of the life of the Regency of Algiers,
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especially in everything related to privateering and the life of the
captives. Director of the Hospital of the Trinitarians, his work in
Algiers made of him a privileged spectator of social and personal
relationships not only between captives and authorities, but also
between different social groups in Algerian society. His attention to
what was happening around provides us with precious, very detailed
information about everyday life in Algiers, but also about trade, the
redemption of slaves and in general the economic life of 18"
century Algiers.

Keywords:

Algiers; Francisco Ximénez; Privateering; Captives; Economic life;
Trade.

To Chakib Benafri, Akdeniz'de iyi bir arkadas.

Introduction

Generally speaking, Spain was not very productive in 18"
century in terms of travelers, diplomats or orientalists who visited
the territories in Maghreb where the expelled Moriscos from Spain
in 1609-1614 had settled. The most substantial news about them
and their descendants were offered by French travelers such as
Jean-André Peyssonnel®, diplomats such as Joseph Morgan or
Venture de Paradis?, or orientalists such as George Sale®.

The ironic side of the case is that both the consul Joseph

'PEYSSONNEL (J.-A.) : Voyage dans les régences de Tunis et d’Alger, Paris,
Gide et Pihan de La Forest, 1838. [Reed. Paris, 1987].

’MORGAN (J.) : Mahometism Fully Explained: containing, |. The previous
Disposition to, and the Method of the Creation ...The Prayers, Ceremonies,
Fasts, festivals, and other Rites observed by the Mahometans. With a Remarkable
Description of the Day of Judgement. Writen in Spanish and Arabic, in the Year
M. DC. llI. for the Instruction of the Moriscos in Spain. By Mahomet Rabadan,
an Arragonian Moor. Translated from the Original Manuscript, and Illustrated
with Large Explanatory Notes. By Mr. Morgan., London, W. Mears, 1723 ;
VENTURE DE PARADIS (Jean-Michel): Alger au XVIII® siécle, Alger,
Adolphe Jourdan, 1898.

*EPALZA (M. de): « Relaciones del Cénsul britanico Morgan con descendientes
de moriscos en el Magreb (siglo XVIII) », Estudios de Filologia Inglesa:
Homenaje al Doctor Pedro Jesis Marcos Pérez, Alicante, Universidad de
Alicante, 1990, p. 615-620.
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Morgan (quoting him)* and Jean-André Peyssonnel (without
mentioning him)®, took as source in their writings a Spanish figure
who is a very first-hand source about the Moriscos installed in
Algeria and Tunisia. A figure, moreover, who wrote his experiences
and impressions of a long stay in the Maghreb for more than twenty
years. He was the Trinitarian friar Francisco Ximénez de Santa
Catalina (Esquivias, 1685 - Dosbarrios, 1758), who lived in Algiers
(1718-1720) and in Tunisia (1720-1735) as a missionary of his
order. During his stay he wrote several voluminous Diaries®,
encouraged by a desire to be a meticulous and interested observer
and being favored on many occasions by the local authorities,
making him a privileged narrator of this time’.

Francisco Ximénez joined the Trinitarian order in 1700. He
studied logic and philosophy, and completed his education by
studying theology at the University of Salamanca in 1704. He was
ordained priest in 1709, and from Toledo he was made major
preacher and vicar of the convent of Cuéllar, Segovia. In 1717,
along with other members of his order, he was assigned to North
Africa to establish a Christian hospital in Oran. He arrived there on
4 May 1718 but, being unable to accomplish his objective, he
moved to Algiers on 21 May 1718. In Algiers, he cared for
Christian captives as senior preacher of the Trinitarians’ hospital.

He began to write a diary (later called Diario de Argel, 3
vols, now in the Real Academia de la Historia in Madrid) in which
he related his experiences in the city, the religious practices of the

“ borrowed once a Manuscript in Barbary, of a Spaniard, but one of the most
moderate Catholicks of that Nation, | ever met with”, Morgan, Mahometism Fully
Explained, vol. 2, p. 295.

*ALVAREZ DOPICO (C. I.) : « La Colonia Trinitaria de Francisco Ximénez:
une source pour la Relation du médecin marseillais J.-A. Peyssonnel », in Sadok
Boubaker y Clara Ilham Alvarez Dopico eds. Empreintes espagnoles dans
I"histoire tunisienne, Gijén, Trea, 2011, p. 105-168.

°DE BUNES (Miguel Angel) : « Una descripcion de Ttnez en el siglo XVIII : el
diario de Francisco Ximénez », Hesperia. Culturas del Mediterraneo, 10, 2008,
p. 85-96 ; OULD CADI MONTEBOURG (Leila) : Alger, une cité turque au
temps de [’esclavage, a travers le Journal d’Alger du pére Ximénez (1718-1720),
Montpellier, Université Paul-Valery Montpellier 111, 2006.

"BERNABE PONS (Luis F.): « Percepciones de las diferencias. Islam, moriscos
y Espafia en el siglo XVIII », eHumanista, 43, 2019, p. 17-29.
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Muslims, the capital and its surroundings, etc®. In May 1720, he
moved to Tunis with the intention of establishing there a hospital
for Christian captives®. He met resistance though from both the
Tunisian authorities and the Capuchins. Although the Capuchins
were always supported in their pretensions by the French consul in
the city, in 1722 Ximénez succeeded in founding the Hospital of
San Juan de Mata, which remained active until 1817. He stayed in
Tunis until 1735, travelling through the country to visit groups of
Christian captives and accompanying the doctor and French
epigraphist, Jean-André Peyssonnel. These travels allowed him to
explore archaeological sites and tomb inscriptions. He collected all
the information he gathered in four manuscript volumes of
his Diario de Tunez (4 vols.) and in the eight volumes of
his Historia del Reyno de Tanez'®. He returned to Castile in 1735,
where he carried out the office of retired predicador general and
minister in the convent of Tejada in the town of Garaballa (Cuenca).
He died in the convent of Dosbarrios (Toledo) probably between
1757 and 1760.

His diaries offer many of the most informative insights into
the social, cultural, religious, archaeological and human features of
Algiers and Tunis and their areas of influence. He was an
exceptional witness of the daily life of the Ottoman Regencies in
the 18™ century, both for his constancy in writing (there are almost
no days in these 18 years without a few lines) and for having been

®prof. Malki Sofiane defended his doctoral thesis on Ximénez's Algerian diaries,
offering, apart from an analysis of their contents, a critical edition of the text:
"Ottoman Algeria" on the threshold of the 18™ century according to the Father's
Diario de Algiers Francisco Ximénez: Historical study and critical analysis,
Doctoral thesis supervised by . Terki-Hassaine and M.A. of Bunes Ibarra,
University of Oran 2, 2018, 2 vols.

SEBAG (Paul): « L’hépital des Trinitaires espagnols (1720-1818) », Ibla, 174,
1994, p. 203-218; PORRES ALONSO (Bonifacio): « Los hospitales trinitarios
de Argel y Tunez », Hispania Sacra, 48, n. 98,1996, p. 639-717; ALVAREZ
DOPICO (Clara Ilham): « The Catholic Consecration of an Islamic dar. The
Saint John de Matha Trinitarian Hospital in Tunis », in Stephen M. Caffey et
Mohammad Gharipour (dir.), Non-Islamic Sacred Sites in Muslim Territories,
Leyden, Brill, 2013, p. 291-307.

YGARCIA-ARENAL (Mercedes): « Nota a las traducciones manuscritas de F.
Ximenez en la Real Academia de la Historia », Al-Qantara, 6, 1, 1985, p. 525-
534.
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in direct contact both with the life of the captives and with the day-
to-day life in Algiers and Tunis. The most interesting aspect of his
works is probably his description of the customs and traditions of
the cities in which he lived. In both Tunis and Algiers, he describes
a multi-ethnic city mix of Christians and Muslims, Ottomans, local
inhabitants and renegades.

1. Ximénez met the Moriscos in Algiers.

When he arrived in Algiers, he is already a trained man. As a
religious dedicated to the care of Christian captives, we can
logically suppose that his thought was still in line with the general
Catholic opinion on Islam and Muslim countries. However, it is
convenient to bring up here a phrase from the English Consul
Joseph Morgan regarding the Trinitarian friar, whom he knew
personally: “I borrowed once a Manuscript in Barbary, of a
Spaniard, but one of the most moderate Catholicks of that Nation, |
ever met with.” Morgan's sentence about Ximénez fits quite well
with the reading of his works, in which, unlike anti-Islamic
apologists and polemicists, there does not seem to be a combative
and aggressive tone against those of a different religion. Ximénez
sees Islam as a false belief, of course, and it could not be otherwise.
But there are no violent religious diatribes or theological
refutations. He was not a polemicist nor a theologian attacking
Islam, but rather a student of Algerian and Tunisian culture®*.

Ximénez spent his time in the capital, Algiers, and in Tunis,
as senior preacher at the Trinitarians' hospital. In the capitals of the
Regencies, Father Ximénez began to display all his capacity to
scrutinize the society that surrounds him, as well as to give an
account of his activities in the hospital with the captives and before
the Algerian authorities, especially before the Dey Muhammad ibn
Hasan (1718-1724). In the society of Algiers and Tunisia Ximénez
met with descendants of the expelled Moriscos, who occupied
positions close to power, especially in the economic and social
spheres and in fact he had close contacts with some of them. This
would be the case of Achi (= Hajji) Muhammad Benamar,

“ALVAREZ DOPICO (Clara Ilham): « Algunos aspectos del Islam en el
Tanez otomano a los ojos del trinitario Francisco Ximénez », Rivista di Storia e
Letteratura Religiosa 51/3, 2015, p. 491-513.
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descendant of one of the most famous Morisco families settled in
Algeria. This family, documented since the 17" century in Algiers,
was dedicated in the early days to crafts and petty trade, to later
become integrated into larger businesses.

Mustafa Benamar was in Ximénez's time the most important
slave owner in Algiers after the Algerian state itself, so his fortune
must have been very considerable. His honorary title of Hajji or
pilgrim to Mecca also indicated, along with his great economic
capacity, the position of prestige he occupied within Algerian
society. But in Ximénez's eyes, his fortune also came from a
negative trait that the man from Toledo attributed to all "rich
Moors":

Benamar, Tagarino Moor and descendant of those who were
expelled from Spain came to visit the Father Administrator.
This is one of the individuals who has the largest number of
captives in Algiers and sells them at a very high price?.

When Achi Mostafa Benamar asked some Spanish captives
what hacienda a great from Spain would have, they replied
that about six or seven million. To this he said, 'well I could
also be a great one from Spain, that my wealth is even more
than that'. 'Yes, it is', the captives told him, 'but consider His
Excellence that a noble has more spend in a day than His
Excellence in a year, or in years', and he spoke no more
words. This Tagarino is one of those who were expelled
from Spain and prides himself on being related, according to
what he says, to the most illustrious families of Spain.
However, with having as much as has been said, he deals
with much misery; and with having nearly a hundred
captives, he barely spends four silver rials each day at his
house and he maintains the captives starving, naked, and
needy, so much so that charity leads many of us to keep
them in the hospital to meet their needs, because it leaves
them to support themselves, without giving them anything™.

““Diario de Argel, 20 August 1719.
B1bid., 1 de September 1719.
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In Tunisia, the Trinitarian also located the descendants of the
Moriscos who had settled in the Regency in the 17" century
because he perceived that they could in some way help him in his
mission to influence the authorities in favor of the Christian
captives. Thus in 1722 he will meet Mahamut Ceriri, the Jaznadar
or manager of the Treasury of the Bey Hussein ibn Ali, a character
of enormous importance in Tunisian society:

"He is Jasnadal, a descendant of Andalusian Moors who
were expelled from Spain, a great politician and statesman,
by whose opinion Assein Bin Aly, Bey of Tunis, governs his
actions, and nothing else is done without him. He is very
rich. He has built at his own expense, near his house, a
marabout, which is like a hermitage with its tower, dedicated
to Mahuya, who the Moors consider to be a saint, and next
to it he has built a school to teach reading and writing the
boys, pointing out some work for this work. Because
Jasnadal is so important to the Bey, we have used him for
our claims... "

2. Daily life at the Hospital.

As said, his diaries, especially those of Algiers, describe the
daily life in the Trinitarian hospital: the cures of wounded and sick
people and the spiritual aid given to the captives there®. Likewise,
the extreme unctions and deaths that are taking place in Algiers are
scrupulously noted. He is especially shocked by the very numerous
arrivals of Christians who have been whipped on the soles of their
feet or their buttocks, generally for being suspected of theft:
sometimes Ximénez himself is shocked to see the wounds of
captives who have been beaten with sticks. In the same way,
Ximénez's diaries abound in lurid details about the execution and
punishment of captives, curious details about the traffic of images
and figures of saint and Virgins that are in the Christian baths or the
underground struggle that he maintains with Lutherans and

“Diario de Tlnez, March 2, 1722.

BALVAREZ DOPICO (Clara Ilham): «La religiosité au quotidien : la
captivité a Tunis a travers les écrits de fray Francisco Ximénez (1720-1735) »,
Cahiers de la Méditerranée, 87, 2013, p. 319-334.
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Orthodox captives, trying to convince each other to convert to the
other Christian faith.

Voluntariness and non-forcing appear as norms of the legal
and economic systems followed by the Ottomans. Ximénez,
although he always points out that the Bey's will is almost sacred,
he also strives to point out that the consuls or themselves as
religious men can protest what they consider to be abuses. In
February 1719, Ximénez pointed out the punishment given to four
Turks who raped a Morisco woman, the wife of a ra'is; the guilties
will be sentenced to a thousand blows with sticks. Equally
interesting is the case in the following month: the guardian Bassi
has beaten three Christians for sodomy with a boy, a Christian slave
of the Baylique. Ximénez is clear when he says that the laws on this
sin are applied differently according to the nationality of the
accused: "... just because they were Christians, they were given this
punishment; if they were Turks, they would not wear any, but they
would show off as usual. Not to punish this vice is the cause of its
popularity”. However, many times is a person directly sent from
Istanbul who takes care of both justice and tax collection,

An important Turk came with the dignity of Caya (=
kahiya), as the Turks call him, or Cadi, as the Moors say,
appointed by the Great Turk, the Emperor of
Constantinople; and he was accompanied by four horsemen,
and a chauz who entered walking close to him. The work of
this Caya is to do justice, and he is the one who sentences all
the civil lawsuits of the Kingdom; and sometimes the Great
Lord sends him to collect the garrama or tribute that they
pay to him. These [caya] are like the lawyers among the
Christians, although they do not study any laws other than

their Qur’an™.

The traditional Islam-Christianity antagonism is indeed
always alive: the bey is wary, but he refers to Islam by calling him
"el Enemigo”, "the Enemy". This does not avoid him from not
having too much prevention, even showing admiration facing a
particular figure. Thus, meeting the buluk bassi governor of Blida,

*Diario de Argel, year 1720, January 31.
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he wrote: "He is a worthy Turk for whom all have great respect and
who is loved by all for his kindness. He received us with much
regale, saying that we were welcome, for whatever time suits us*’."

The bitter reality of the country is met by him in the
hospital. Europeans who live in Algiers, the religious men, the
slaves of a lord who are at work, those who work or are cared for in
the "infirmary", people who take care of captives, passing through
redeemers and the apostolic vicar with whom the Trinitarians are
sometimes in conflict. Also, non-religious people: Christian
prisoners, slaves of the dey, consuls, more particularly the French
consul, who is in charge of the protection of Christians, merchants
and renegades. In Algiers, Ximénez lives in a European
environment, although he has had contact with some Jews and some
Muslims and he has met Turks and local notables in the city, but
also in Blida and Boufarik.

3. Social differentiation.

Other foreigners in the city were "attracted to Algiers by
promises of wealth, or by the possibility of improving their social
status: this was the case of the recruits who regularly came to fill
the gaps in the ranks of the militia." Father Ximénez relates in fact
in his diary that: "The Great Lord Emperor of Constantinople, by
virtue of the authority he says he has over this kingdom, allows
Algerians to often go and recruit soldiers on his lands. They leave
with three or four ships, they land in the provinces which seem most
appropriate to them, they call for enlistment, and to the poor, the
scoundrels, and the lazy they say to come with them, because they
will give them the pay of the soldier, they say that they will be rich
and that they can become kings, that they are the masters of the
fortunes of the Moors and the Jews, that they will have women, and
young boys in abundance to satisfy their vices, and other similar
things, and that way they come with them"®,

Nevertheless, the circumstances were not always pleasing.
On September 27, 1719, a Turkish cook visited Ximénez in the
hospital to offer his services and, when asked about his stay in

YDiario de Argel, fol. 114-115, year 1719, May 6.
Diario de Argel, year 1720, « Historic Notes on Hospitals in Algiers »,
(Noticias histdricas de los hospitales de Argel), Capitulo 1, fol. 140.
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Algiers, he pointed out that he was brought by the Turks from
Istanbul thanks to a deception, as they promised him that in Algiers,
he would not lack women and boys, eat, drinking, and money. He
said that many, deceived that way, abandon the provinces, where in
order to obtain these pleasures, they must work hard and compete
with authorities and renegades.

The Turks also drew on, in the same circumstances, to the
Couloughlis, because "if they are at war with the neighboring kings,
they admit the Couloughlis, whom they need to pay. At this
moment they are at war with the king of Meknes, and they only
have four thousand men on the campaign, because it seems to them
that for the moment that number is enough to resist”. The
Couloughlis were therefore received at the payroll of the soldier,
something confirmed by Laugier de Tassy when he informs of the
privileges of Christians converted to Islam: "Renegade Christians
have the same privileges as Turks, and are reputed to be such. As
soon as they have embraced the Mohammedan religion, they are
received at the payroll and can reach all the dignities, even the
deylik, as long as both do not marry Arab or Moorish women. In
this case, they never reach great dignities, and the children who
come from the marriage of a Turk and a Moorish woman are not
considered Turks and are called Coulolis. They are received at the
payroll of the soldiers, but they never reach the government
charges”. Ximenez completes: "These Couloughlis who are half-
breed of Turks and Moorish have the same privileges as the Turks
except that according to their law they cannot be governors, and it is
for this reason that they are punished in secret in the house of the
agha: all receive the payroll of the soldiers but their children are
considered Moors™."

The government of Algiers therefore managed the strength
of the army by its cost, since the Zouaoua soldiers received only
half pay and only half of the soldiers (6.000) were received on
payroll. This fact may also mean that the government's revenues
were declining, since its big expense was the militia pay, financed
by taxes. This provision was undoubtedly also a political act, which
allowed the dey and its council to reduce the power of the militia,
by introducing into the army native people who would not

YDiario de Argel, year 1719, April 22.
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necessarily have the same interests, nor the same behavior as the
Turkish soldiers, of which they reduced the number and at the same
time the force.

But not all Turks were militia soldiers. Civilians existed.
The term “Turk” is also used in Algiers to refer to members of the
army and civilians from the central regions of the Empire.
Therefore, this is probably the term they themselves used as there
were Turkish merchants from the Levant who lived in the fondouks.

Les marchands turcs du Levant, ou autres qui viennent avec
des marchandises a Alger, vont loger dans ces fundus, ou ils
ont toutes les commodités pour leur commerce. Les soldats
aussi, qui ne veulent pas loger dans les casernes, y prennent
des chambres & leurs dépens®.

Father Ximénez also uses this term, when, about civilians,
he writes: "Today we went to the governor's garden where there are
as guardians a Turk who had been a slave in France and his Turkish
wife also who had been a slave for seventeen years in Spain. She
had been captured during the past wars of Hungary and she was
taken to the port of Santa Maria where she remained until the
English entered the city, then she fled and came here?.."

Ximénez further defines the term: "As | said only can be
soldiers the natural Turks, the renegades, the children of Turks and
Turks, or children of Turks and renegades or renegades and Turkish
women or renegade man and renegade woman; because all these
have and are given the name of Turks®." Only these will be
accepted as janissaries and will be able to enter the militia and in
the ruling class. And "these Turks are of two kinds, Turks of origin
or Turks of profession. Those of origin are those who come from
Turkey, and their children. Those by profession are the renegades
who, being children of Christian parents, become Muslims of their
own free will, of which there have been and generally are from the

YL AUGIER DE TASSY (Jacques Phillippe) : Histoire du Royaume d’Alger,
Amsterdam : chez Henri du Sauzet, 1725, p. 105.

“IDiario de Argel, year 1719, April 24.

“Diario de Argel, year 1720, « Noticias histéricas de los hospitales de Argel »,
Chapter 1, fol. 142.
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most distant regions of the world, as are the Abyssinians of the
priest John. There must be two thousand of those in Algiers®®." The
militia, which numbered 12.000 men, would have had then in 1720,
about 16,6% of professional Turks included in the six thousand
(50%) received on payroll. There would therefore have been less
than 4.000 Turks of origin, since the Couloughlis were also received
on payroll.

The reality was more complex though. Not all renegades
joined the militia and lived thanks to "their work or industry." For
example, a renegade became a marabout: "There is in Algiers
outside the city on an eminence towards the East a mosque where
there is always a marabout. In the past years, a Mallorcan changed
his faith and made himself a marabout, a sort of hermit of this
mosque.” The Christian slaves who lived inland, had little hope of
being redeemed, except when amassing their ransom money
themselves, because redemptions were made in the regencies in
Algiers, in Tunis and Tripoli coastal towns. Moreover, converting to
Islam did not necessarily give freedom, and it did not necessarily
entail a change of status. Moreover, it was the merits of converted
Christians that most often led them to social advance. Anyway, it
was always a complicated affair because a conversion after the
redeeming could affect both the price of the transaction and even
the business itself:

"And in the case that any slave of any state or condition,

after being rescued, becomes Moor, his master or masters

are forced to return to the Father Redemptor all the amount

they received for him without any difficulty®*."

“|bid., « Noticias histéricas de los hospitales de Argel », Chapter 1, fol. 140.

*Diario de Argel, year 1720, March 4. Another case in: Diario de Argel, year
1720, March 8, «When the ransom amount of our order came from the Provinces
of Castile and Andalusia, Francisco Rosique went with feigned tears to the
redeemers so that they could rescue him, and moved with charity and compassion
rescued him; but as soon as he saw himself free from slavery, he said that he
wanted to be a Moor, and he renounced our holy faith, either at the request of the
black woman with whom he was living, or because before he had this already
planned with his boss, as many usually do, and give them part of what the
redeemers gave...; after he was rescued, he renounced, they circumcised him as is
customary and he later married the black woman and became a soldier; they sent
him to Pisgra, and there he has died like a beast ».
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4. Privateering and Economic life.

Ximenez informs us about the importance of the privateering
actions of Algiers in the Mediterranean, especially since
privateering was the center of many economic activities that were
carried out there, with the capture of boats with their loads, the
spoils and especially the new captives. Thus, on May 26, 1718, he
informed, “Yesterday and today the artillery and the troop fired a
royal gun salute because, it is said, a considerable capture was
brought. It has been learned that the Turks made twenty-seven
Portuguese slaves on a caravel loaded with brandy, wine, sardines
and other things, and among the captives there was a religious of
the order of St. Francis and a clergyman, and it is a great pity,
because there are already in this city more than twenty priests
between those who are captives and those who are free".

Once the different enemy ships had been intercepted and
their luggage and crew seized, the captives were taken directly to
the Dey's house. Once in the house or palace of Dey in Algiers, the
different consuls of the nations whose treaty and armistice of peace
were still in force used to come to identify their captive compatriots.
The Dey of Algiers used to take its eighth part of this prey, that is,
out of every eight captives it chose one, and in general, it used to
choose the most robust, the most important and those among them
that had a profession, such as gunners, caulkers and others, which
he put in the Baylique baths and the rest of the captives were sold in
the Badistan by the different shipowners and individuals. The
captives of the different baths of the Dey will be subjected to sale-
purchase procedures at the Badistan, both by private individuals and
also by different redeeming orders who used to go to the regency,
once they had obtained a passport for such tasks,

"l went to the Baptistan, where the captives of the
Privateering were, and they told me how fifteen had come,
ten Valencians and five Catalans, who had gone out to fish
in the sea, and the Turks caught them. They had them at the
Baptistan, to sell them, and divide the price between
shipowners and the baylique. The Baptistan is the place
where not only the Christianos are sold, but also everything
that they bring in the raids. They sell Christians as beasts,
and loudly publishing the price they ask for them and saying
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whoever gives more, they auction it off and when they reach
the amount that they believe they worth, they auction it off,
and pay the money, and they take the captive, they make
him walk like the beasts, they say he is good looking, that
they will have a lot of profit with him, that he is worth a lot
of money and in short everything that a skilled merchant

does in anything that sells®."

In the second half of the eighteenth century, some sources

affirm that "it is very difficult discern exactly the trade which
foreigners do in Algiers, being mainly based on the goods of the
preys." However, it must be said that the way in which the preys
were distributed and sold, first at the king's house, then, after
various operations, in Badestan meant that the ports could not
become a place of extremely active exchange, even if "the things
that come by sea are sold to the navy®." As the privateering was a
state affair, many transactions were carried out at the Djenina, the
palace of the dey, then at the Badestan. At the very moment the
prize is agreed, the dey sends on his behalf the controller of prize
affairs, and also goes the secretary of the privateer ship on behalf of
the crew. They unload the goods and put them into the store, in
order to keep an exact account. After that, the controller seizes the
eighth of the goods of the shipment for the dey, and places them in
the deylik or state stores.
As soon as the controller has received on behalf of the dey the
eighth of the goods belonging to the deylik, if those which remain
are easy to share, such as sugar, tobacco and similar, they are
divided half to the shipowners and the other half to the crew. There
are no procedures, no fees, and the work is all done by the slaves. If
the merchandise is not easy to share, or if there is some difficulty
between those who are entitled to it, it is auctioned off, paid for in
cash, and the proceeds are divided.

As for the hinterland, the Mitidja plain was flourishing. It
produced in the first quarter of the eighteenth century two crops of
grain per year, fruits, legumes, vegetables, and cattle. Rural markets

“Diario de Argel, year 1719, March 28.
®MEROUCHE (Lemnouar) : Recherches sur I’Algérie a I’époque ottomane. II.
La course, mythes et réalité, Paris, Bouchéne, 2007, p. 67.

128



Some Notes on Life and Commerce in Algiers and Tunisia through the
Unpublished Diary of Father Francisco Ximénez (18™ century)

were also held there on certain days. Blida was then a prosperous
city: its activity, based on agriculture, market gardening and
silkworms, met the needs of Algiers®’. There were many reasons for
internal trade to take a growing place, especially when maritime
trade stifled, lashed by the European powers, to the point that the
government of Algiers decided to declare war on Holland in 1716
for be able to attack its ships. Laugier de Tassy relates this episode
in these terms: “There was once the house of a consul of the
General States of the United Provinces of the Netherlands, but he
retired in 1716. As the corsairs of Algiers hardly made any more
catch, the Militia made the Divan to assembly, and there they
complaint that they no longer encountered any enemy vessels at sea;
that generally they met French, English or Dutch ships (countries
with a peace treaty with the Regency of Algiers); and that as the
country could not support itself without taking a hold, it was
necessary to declare war on one of the three nations by a votation.
The result was The Netherlands. At the same time, a ship of this
nation which was in the harbor was arrested, and the dey sent orders
to all the ports of the kingdom to do the same. He gave the consul
the time he wanted to settle his affairs, he consoled him and pity
him. This consul was much loved by the dey, and had a well-
established reputation among Christians, Turks and Moors?."
Ximénez comments on this breach of treaty in similar terms
as to the facts, but with different intention. He relates on December
4, 1719 the events of the day, among others, the arrival of "the
ambassador of the Great Turk", who came to obtain peace from the
Algerians with the Netherlands: "But the corsairs rejected it because
they say that what would they eat if peace is going to be made with
the Dutch; they will have to keep the ships moored and that they
will perish in the harbor. And they are partly right, because on no
other nation do they take more hold than that one, nor more
advantageous. During the three years of peace that they had with

“’BERNABE PONS (Luis F.) : « Los moriscos en Argelia », Argelia y Espafia.
Puentes en la Historia, Granada, OHL, 2016, p. 161-174.

LAUGIER DE TASSY (Jacques Phillippe) : Histoire du Royaume d’Alger,
Amsterdam : chez Henri du Sauzet, 1725, p. 288. On Laugier de Tassy see
THOMSON (Ann) : « Jacques Philippe Laugier de Tassy », in Christian-Muslim
Relations 1500-1900, General Editor David Thomas. Consulted online on 30
November 2022 http://dx.doi.org/10.1163/2451-9537_cmrii_COM_29743.
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them these past years they died, as the Algerians said, of starving,
and seeing that they had no profit with the other nations, they took
the decision to engage the war, without any other reason and
without informing Holland or telling something to the Dutch consul.
Then they began to bring in ships and captives from this nation, and
then they allowed the consul to leave. But it is well done for them,
as they think that it is not right to make war against the Turks, and
that to fight against them is to go against God who sees our
iniquities towards them. This is the way of thinking of Luther and
his followers and that’s why he is condemned by Pope Leo X in
proposition 34%°.”

Then, Laugier de Tassy explains the decision-making of the
Algerians, while Father Ximénez judges the Algerians’ way of
proceeding and the position of the Lutherans, opposing them that of
the Roman Catholic Church. In short, he rejoices at the misfortune
of the Dutch ships. The Spanish friar expresses his opinion in
relation to the two protagonists he condemns, in accordance with
the position of the Roman Catholic Church. Of course, it is no
wonder that he always complains about the services that some
Europeans nations give to the Turk regarding Privateering affairs,

The French vessel has brought two guns for the vessels of
the Turks, guns commissioned to a French merchant who is
here called Monsieur Lup®, and the English have brought
anchors, wood, and all the necessary to arm the ship or the
Capitanes ship of the Baylique, and in this way they armor
all their ships to privateer and do harm to the Christians who
have war with these Moors, who are assisted by England,
Holland and France®".

The new ship of the Baylique, soon started its activity. According to
Ximénez, its first trip was a real event in the city,

“Diario de Argel, year 1719, December 4.

% azare Loup was at that moment the agent in Algiers of the Compagnie
d'Afrique, a French company which was a concessionary of commercial
establishments in eastern Algeria. This company was active from 1713 to 1719.
*Diario de Argel, year 1719, April 22.
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Today the new Capitanes ship which has been finished for
the Baylik has left the port, and it has fifty-six very good
cannons, and eight hundred people, eighty Christian sailors,
and the Turks, who are the best and more valiant soldiers
than Algiers has; and as ra’is does Viquer; this is the first
time that he goes out to privateer®.

Thus, the maritime activity was subordinated to privateering
more than related to the ordinary commercial exchanges, although
traces of this commerce can also be found in the Diaries: "A
Mallorcan came to ask in this French boat a passport of the king of
Algiers to do business in this city, and we were very happy about,
because we will have frequent news from Spain." As the regency
could not survive only by peaceful exchanges, with the breaking of
the peace treaties, the exercise of privateering became a necessary
way. Trade with the Levant and the Mediterranean basin including
Spain, with England, ensured the wealth of Algiers in the 1580s. In
the eighteenth century the merchants still came to Algiers, but the
situation was just not the same. As Fernand Braudel showed,
privateering and trade were inextricably linked. This was also clear
for Father Ximenez:

The main purpose of the Privateering is not to bring
captives, but to seize merchandise and other things of more
value than the ransoms of Christians, and even if there were
no redemptions but only Navies, they would leave the ports
for the interest of these presses®.

Conclusion

The Diaries of Francisco Ximénez are a very interesting
source for analyzing Algerian society in the 18" century. Due to his
position in the Hospital of his Order, Ximénez is close to what
happens in the daily life of the Regency. In this way, he offers
precious testimonies about commercial life in Algiers, especially in
relation to merchants, privateering and captivity. But he also offers
interesting data on the social composition of the city and its
particular problems.

®Diario de Argel, year 1719, June 15.
®Diario de Argel, year 1719, July 11.
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